Gay Pioneers is a half-hour documentary produced by Equality Forum in conjunction
with WHYY, Philadelphia’s public television affiliate. It focuses on the first public
protests for equal rights for gay and lesbian people, staged at governmental offices
and historic landmarks in Philadelphia and Washington, D.C. between 1965 and 1969,
through archival footage and interviews with the participants who are still living.

Discussion Questions
1.
2.

3.

. How did they present themselves while protesting? Why? Did their style of

. How did participating in the protests affect the way those who did so saw

. One of the narrators claims that these early protests set the stage for the Stonewall

. How was the final "Annual Reminder” in Philadelphia in 1969 different from those

. How did the nature of LGBT protests - known as Gay Pride Marches - change after

. What links are there between current controversies like gays in the military and gay
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What inspired these pioneers to protest?
What obstacles did they face? What things did they fear?

Where and when did they stage their protests? Why?

presentation allow all LGBT people to participate?

themselves?

Riot in New York in June 1969, when three days of civil unrest occurred after LGBT
patrons resisted police harassment during a raid on the Stonewall bar. How did it
do so0?

that came before? Why?

1969?

marriage and the work of these Gay Pioneers?
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